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Duffield

Action Plan to 2025



Duffield, in 2021, is as popular as ever. Its transport links, variety 

of housing and excellent schools, friendly local community and 

sports and outdoor facilities combined make our village a much 

sought-after place to live. The village guide is here. The many 

clubs and societies in Duffield are listed here.

The Duffield Action Plan aims to continue to improve the facilities 

for all ages in the village and to build the community. 

The first formal plan  was published in 2005, it was updated in 

2010 and 2015, and this is a further update. The aim is a plan for 

all the organisations in the village, since they so often have great 

experience of delivering effective action. 

The plan was published in draft form in early 2021, and an online 

consultation was carried out. The results are summarised in a 

separate Appendix. This Plan isn’t the last word, however, so 

please continue to feed ideas through your Parish Councillors.

Introduction

2

https://www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/village-guide.html
https://www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/uploads/duffield-good-neighbours-wheel-web-version-5-autumn-2018.pdf


The Action Plan defines Improvements

Action Plan

The Parish Council can make 
some improvements 

Some are achieved by 
Community groups

The plan can serve as a 
basis for seeking funding

The plan can be used to 
influence the County and 
Borough Councils

Residents

Needs

The plan aims to gather a unified 
view of how residents would like to 
see the village improve. 
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Items covered/not covered by this plan

This plan covers initiatives to improve the 
village. The main items not covered by this 
plan are:

Operation and Maintenance of council 
facilities– The Parish Council owns and 
maintains the following areas of land:

1. Cemetery and buildings
2. Eyes Meadow
3. The Gray Recreation Ground

While maintenance is excluded, new 
initiatives in these areas are covered by 
this action plan.

Control of Anti Social Behaviour

When this is prevalent it becomes a major 
concern to villagers. The Parish Council has 
always made it a high priority, working 
closely with the Police and Relevant local 
bodies.

The Parish Council has funded patrols 
when required, has installed CCTV, and 
continues to do these things to respond to 
specific circumstances.

If you are affected by anti-social 
behaviour, information is available on the 
Parish Council website



Getting Residents’ Views on the Plan 

Consultation 
Document 
Jan 2021

Available for all Duffield 
residents to comment. 

Final Action Plan
May 2021

Consultation
February 2020 Needs On line review

Working Groups,  
surveys and other inputs

2020

Residents views, informally 
and through surveys 

2015 to 2020

See notes here.

In normal times there would have been opportunity for many face to face discussions –
e.g. at the Carnival. That hasn’t been possible due to Covid, so residents views have 
been gathered as shown below:
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https://www.duffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/uploads/consultation-summary-may-2020.pdf
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The Structure of this Plan

Heading What it contains Where it is

Central objectives Our strategic aims for the village Pages 7 to 9

Village issues 
controlled by 
others

Some key areas of village life that 
often cause concern but where action 
is controlled by authorities outside the 
village

Page 10

The themes The four themes into which the plan is 
divided

Page 11 

Actions and 
proposals

The background to each theme, and 
the proposed initiatives

Pages 12 to 
19

Summary Summary of Actions Pages 20 to 
22



If the village centre thrives people will 
use it for their daily needs. It is more 
sustainable to use local facilities than to 
drive elsewhere

It must be as easy as possible to park, 
but because parking is limited it must 
also be easy and pleasant to walk or 
use a mobility aid, and safe to cycle

Objective 1 – Thriving Local Businesses
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Our village needs to nurture its sense of community and build 
valuable links between all our residents. If people can find a 
rich social life locally, they will be less prone to travel away and 
their carbon emissions will be reduced. A rich social life also 
helps to integrate newcomers into the village 

Objective 2 - A Thriving Social Life

8



We need to make nature easy to access for all. 
We need to ensure it is conserved, understood, 
respected and enjoyed, and to play our part in 
reducing the long term climate change which 
threatens it 

Objective 3 - A Thriving Natural Environment
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Flood Protection – Environment Agency for Rivers
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) for smaller watercourses Planning and Development  

Amber Valley Borough Council

Pavements and Traffic Calming 
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) 

In these areas the Parish Council can reflect local views and 
influence decisions,  but the final decision rests with others. 
If you have a problem in these areas it is best to contact the 

relevant County or District Councillor in the first instance, but 
make the Parish Clerk aware of the issue

On street parking control -
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) 

Village Issues that are under the Control of others
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The Themes

Traffic
Improve current parking

Reduce demand for parking
Increase parking capacity

Introduce parking schemes
Traffic Calming

Speed Enforcement

Environment
Minimise environmental impact

Promote walking and cycling
Promote local business

Protect the natural environment

Community and Culture
Ensure Duffield has a vibrant 
culture and community focus

Develop facilities on Eyes 
Meadow and Gray Rec for all ages

Supporting Vulnerable 
Residents

Activities for elderly and isolated, 
led by Good Neighbours and 

Weston Centre with the Parish  
Council in a support role

There are four themes, which link together
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Street

Traffic and Parking tend to generate a lot of concern. Cars are 
becoming more numerous and bigger, while the available road 
space is fixed and more people are wishing to walk and cycles 
safely.

Customer parking is important to Duffield businesses, and the 
Parish Council wants to ensure that they stay here since they 
contribute so much to village life.

We are very grateful to those businesses that allow villagers to 
use their car parks out of normal business hours.

In the recent past the Parish Council has improved the access 
road to the Eyes Meadow car park and introduced lighting to 
make access on foot safer in the evening. 

Speed limits are a matter for Derbyshire County Council. In 
recent years they have implemented a lower speed limit on 
Broadway. The Parish Council tries to provide a local input into 
their decisions and to prompt action where required.

Traffic Theme – Background
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Speed and parking were two of the 
most frequently mentioned concerns  
in the consultation. 



The Eyes Meadow car park suffers from flooding in 
persistent rain, and a priority is to fix that problem, mark 
it so that the space is used more efficiently, and install 
sign posts to encourage its use. This should take some 
pressure off the other village car parks.

A village speed watch will be started in 2021 to 
encourage people to drive within the speed limits.

The Parish Council will seek to make additional parking 
spaces available on private land if possible.

The Parish Council will continue to try to make on-street 
parking easier for residents and for customers using local 
businesses. Derbyshire County Council has control of on-
street parking and any new controls - for example limits 
on waiting time - will need their approval.

Traffic Theme – Priorities to 2025
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The various other detailed concerns 
expressed by residents in the 
Consultation, and the idea of 20mph 
limits will be fed back to Derbyshire 
County Council.



The Consultation confirmed that Duffield 
residents are deeply concerned about their 
environment. The Millennium Meadow is a 
wonderful example of local action, created 
and maintained by a group of brilliant 
volunteers. It demonstrates the 
commitment among the people of Duffield 
to protect and enhance the environment.

More recently the Plastic Free Duffield 
project, the eco friendly Duffield videos and 
working group, and litter picks have 
attracted support from across the 
community. 
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The Environment – Background

The consultation found that the most popular environmental projects were those to rewild 
community areas, and those that improved conditions for walking or cycling 
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The Environment – Initiatives to 2025

1. Rewild the Ecclesbourne Meadows area. This land is 
owned by Amber Valley Borough Council but we will seek 
to work with them to rewild it to a  design that has 
agreement across the village.

2. Develop a plan to plant trees in other areas in the village.

3. Improve walking and cycling:

a. The Meadows/Snake Lane path connects the North 
to the South of the village. We will try to make this 
path smoother and less muddy. 

b. The pavement past Ecclesbourne school. This is the 
responsibility of DCC, but we may be able to work 
with them to find an answer to its muddiness.

c. Uneven pavements were a concern which we will 
again draw to DCC attention.

d. The narrow section at the bottom of Wirksworth 
Road will also again be drawn to DCC attention.

4. We will seek to rewild verges in one or more pilot areas to 
see if we can find a style of rewilding that everyone likes.

5. We will investigate the cost-effectiveness of public waste 
bins with separate sections for recyclable materials



Duffield is very fortunate to have fantastic  local 
organisations that act in the front line in engaging with 
older residents and those with problems.  These 
organisations have shown that they can provide 
consistent services over many years but they can also 
respond quickly, feeding on  ideas from their capable 
and committed volunteers. 

The Good Neighbours group, the Weston Centre, and 
the Duffield Community Association operate together 
to solve problems and provide new services. The Good 
Neighbours group can help mobilise  many other village 
organisations. 

The churches and the village clubs also provide an 
invaluable service in taking care  of their members.

.

Supporting Vulnerable* Residents – Background
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* A vulnerable person is someone who is 
unable to look after themselves. Many 
people fall into this category towards the 
end of life. Duffield tries  to reach out to  
people before they become vulnerable, so 
that they develop a support network of 
friends and contacts.

The survey did not focus on this area, but some very 
helpful suggestions were provided
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Priority Initiatives  to 2025
The existing front line organisations will continue to 
lead, because they are doing a great job and they 
have the contacts. The Parish Council will:

● Support the restructuring of the  management 
of the Weston Centre, so that a) the building 
remains equipped and available and b) its 
professional management can advise on the 
complex issues faced when helping older 
people.

● Support the Good Neighbours project in 
reaching out to everyone.

● Support Accessible Duffield
● Encourage new initiatives, providing  advice 

and, where appropriate, financial assistance
● Encourage intergenerational activities

Supporting Vulnerable Residents – Priorities



This is an area where many Duffield groups, notably the DCA 
and the Carnival and Arts Committees, play a huge role.

The Parish Council role is to provide and maintain some key 
facilities such as Gray Rec., and the changing rooms etc at 
Eyes Meadow. The Parish Council organises some events, and 
supports or works with other village organisation for other 
events.

Parish Council actions in recent years include:
• Improving Eyes Meadow –Refurbished changing room, 

resurfaced entry road and car park, lighting so that the 
parking can be safely used in the evening, and wooden 
seating blocks

• Open Air cinema and annual fireworks
• Gray Rec - installation of Basketball net.
• More allotments and improved facilities

Community and Culture – Background
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The consultation confirmed the plans for Gray 
Rec, with a strong preference for expanding 
the available activities so that it becomes 
attractive for the entire family.

It confirmed that village activities are popular 
and provided preferences for the future

There were many ideas for the future of Eyes 
Meadow.



Based on the consultation results we will press ahead 
with the improvements at Gray Rec to make it more of 
a family experience with picnic tables, an outdoor gym 

and equipment for older children, The details will be 
defined this year, and the improvements will be 
implemented this year or next year. They are included 
in the 2021 and 2022 budgets.

Community events will go ahead in line with the easing 
of government restrictions, and subject to the support 
of village organisations where required. The first events 
are likely to be the outdoor theatre and cinema. Later 
events will include:

Historic walks in Duffield
Wildflower area in the cemetery
Christmas 2021 park run and market
Food /craft market
Photography competition.

Community and Culture – Initiatives to 2025
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Various suggestions were made for 
improvements at Eyes Meadow. They 
included easier wheelchair access, and a 
range of new facilities. These will be 
studied to understand their cost and 
feasibility, and the potential impact on the 
character of the meadow and other users.



The survey identified or confirmed these action areas, for completion in 2021 or 2022.. 
Provision for these costs has already been included within the Parish Council budget.

• Eyes Meadow car park improvements - marking, signage, drainage

• A  village Speed Watch to reduce speeding

• The Ecclesbourne Meadow rewilding project

• Continue with existing village events and start some new ones as soon as Covid 
restrictions permit

• Gray Rec - make it more of a family experience to go there

• Actions to reduce dog mess - this was frequently mentioned in the Consultation.

Summary of Short Term Actions
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These projects were identified as desirable 

but their feasibility and cost effectiveness 

need further assessment.

Assessment may involve liaising with 

landowners and other levels of government, 

pilot studies, further analysis of this survey, 

further consultation with residents etc. 

Some of these projects may be completed in 

2022, others may be longer term.

● Extra off road parking

● Improve the footpath from Meadows 

School to Snake Lane.

● Plant trees in other areas of the 

village apart from Ecclesbourne 

Meadows

● Waste bins with recyclable sections

● Improve the footpath/verge outside 

the Ecclesbourne School.

● New facilities at Eyes Meadow

● Rewilding of residential verges

● Further action re Vulnerable Adults

Summary of Actions needing Further Assessment
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Duffield Parish Council will use the Consultation to lobby for action, working alongside other 
village organisations.

The Consultation highlighted strong concerns in the following areas

• Pavement condition

• Pavement parking

• Management of Parking

• Traffic Speed in some roads. 

• 20mph limits 

• Road safety near schools

• The need to provide safer cycling

The survey also contains details about which specific roads cause greatest concern. 

These areas are the responsibility of Derbyshire County Council

Areas where Duffield Parish Council will lobby for Action
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