
Tribute to Colin Thompson, Chair of Duffield Parish Council 
 
It is with deep regret that Duffield Parish Council has announced the death of its Chair, Colin 
Thompson, from the effects of Covid-19, at the age of 69. 
 
His early life was spent in Essex, where his father worked for Ford in Dagenham. There he 
developed a strong interest in car manufacturing which would become his career, but he 
also developed a lifelong interest in politics and was later elected as a Liberal Democrat 
Councillor in St Albans. He moved to Duffield in the 1990s when he came to work as a safety 
specialist for Toyota at Burnaston. His career took him to Toyota plants worldwide and he 
and family lived in Belgium for four years until quite recently. During these trips overseas, 
he developed a passion for travel to far off places which he enjoyed for the rest of his life.  
 
Colin was first elected to Duffield Parish Council in the 1990s along with his wife Jan, as one 
of three Liberal Democrat Councillors. He was also central in reviving the Mid Derbyshire 
Liberal Democrat party in 2015, before it was merged into the current Amber Valley 
organisation. He served as Chair until the end of 2018 and then became Treasurer prior to 
his death. He narrowly failed to win the Duffield seat in the Amber Valley Borough Council 
Elections in 2010 and later inspired five local Duffield members to join him in putting 
themselves forward for election to Duffield Parish Council in the May 2019. All six were 
elected and Colin became Chair of the Council. 
 
Colin was a modest family man, with a quietly mischievous sense of humour and always 
ready to help the disadvantaged in society. He had a deeply ingrained sense of civic duty, a 
belief in the part that business can play in the local community, a belief in collaboration 
between nations and the freedom to study, work and travel within Europe. He leaves a wife 
Jan and two sons who attended school in Duffield. Our thoughts at this difficult time are 
with his family but we are also grateful that he led a full and active life and for a generosity 
of spirit that will be sorely missed. 
 
Roger Harrison 
Vice Chairman 
Duffield Parish Council 
 


