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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT MARCH 2015 
 

 The year 2014-15 has been another exciting and interesting year for the Parish 
Council 
 

1. Eyes Meadow 
The Parish Council has employed an architect to design the refurbishment of the 
existing changing rooms on Eyes Meadow. The design has been agreed with the 
current users of the facilities. The Council will apply for a Public Works Loan to fund 
the improvements and it is expected that this work will start in May 2015. 
A trial area of green car parking on Eyes Meadow has been in place for several 
months this has proved so successful that the mesh will be laid in remaining area 
when the ground conditions are appropriate.  
The picnic benches have been refurbished and the views of the river will be opened 
up this Summer.  It has been agreed that Derbyshire Archery Club can use a section 
of Eyes Meadow. 
 

2. Parish Meeting Room at Duffield Cemetery 
The Meeting Room was refurbished in the early summer 2014.  The Meeting Room 
was used for a display of WW1 memorabilia from Duffield residents and work from 
the local schools. Many thanks to those who contributed to the commemoration of 
WW1. Donations from visitors amounted to £78.33 and the Chairman increased this 
to £150 from her allowance. This money was donated to The Soldiers’ Charity. 
 

3. The Annual Remembrance Service in November 
The Parish Council helps the British Legion organise this event. Last year the event 
was attended by an excellent number of children and adults. The Parish Council 
provided the trumpeter who played the Last Post. Many thanks to Cllr Nick Storer for 
organising this and the event. There was an article and photographs in Duffield 
Scene which recorded the event.  

 
4. The Annual Fireworks Display 

Many thanks to the Clerk-Liz Page for organising this most successful event and to 
Chris Carter, Chris Read and Michael Forkin who assisted her during the day and 
evening, and to Duffield Community Association, Massive Youth Club, the local 
firefighters and many others for their help and support in this event. 
 

5. Allotments 
The number of allotments at the cemetery has been increased from 29 to 33. 
 

6. Policies 
Liz Page has continued to update the policies and procedures for the Council but in 

 particular the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 
 

7. Advisors 
Many thanks to the advisors to the Council. These voluntary roles help with the work 
of the Council. 
The footpath advisors walk many miles in order to report on the state of the parish 
footpaths. It was with sadness that Jim Banahan had to be replaced as Road Safety 
Advisor and we thank Mark Spilsby for taking up this role. We have appointed Luke 
Heaton as Flood Warden for the village.  

 



8. The Village Plan 
The current Parish Plan was written in 2005. A new Village plan will be published in 
May 2015, in order to write the plan the Council has consulted the people of Duffield 
on several occasions; the Carnival, through working groups, at the meeting at the 
Weston Centre in January and through the Duffield Scene. A Steering Group was 
formed to discuss the results of these consultations and to formulate the plan. 

 
9. Thanks to: 

Liz Page – Parish Clerk 
Liz has continued to work with enthusiasm and energy and this has meant that the 
work of the Council has been dealt with swiftly and efficiently. She has introduced 
Facebook Page and Twitter Account and a new web site should be online in April. 
Her sound legal knowledge has been invaluable when advising the Council. She 
leads an excellent team of people.  
Chris Carter – Assistant Parish Clerk 
Chris’s financial advice is invaluable to Liz and the Parish Council. The financial 
records are always well presented and he always ensures his advice is clear and 
concise.  
Chris Read – Cemetery Superintendent 
Chris has worked hard to ensure that the cemetery is well maintained and the 
allotments are well managed. It continues to look better every year.  
There have been many compliments on his management of the funerals at the 
cemetery. 
Michael Forkin – Parish Warden 
Michael works very hard to maintain the outdoor facilities of the village, he is more 
than willing to do any job that is asked of him.  
Jackie Clements- Communication and Administrative Officer A welcome to 
Jackie who joined the Parish Council in January and has already made a difference. 
We are very lucky to have such a hard working team in the village. 
Finally I would like to say thanks to: all of the Councillors who have supported, 
helped and advised me throughout this year, to the Chairs of the committees, Steve 
Evanson – Recreation Committee, Nick Storer – Cemetery Committee, 
representatives on outside bodies Richard Knibbs – Weston Centre, Nick Storer -
Community Governor Meadows School,  Ken Raynor –Governor at Ecclesbourne 
School  
A special thanks to Steven Evanson, Vice Chairman. 

 
Yvonne Greenwood 

Chairman-Duffield Parish Council 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parish Council meetings are open to the public to attend to listen or address the Council on any 
Parish issues. Correspondence from Parishioners is also reported to the meetings. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The ANNUAL PARISH MEETING will held on WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL 2015 at 7pm followed by the 
FULL COUNCIL MEETING at 7.30pm and the PARISH COUNCIL'S ANNUAL MEETING will be held on 
WEDNESDAY 20 MAY 2015 at 7pm followed by FULL COUNCIL MEETING at the Weston Centre. 
Recreational Committee will be held on WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 2015 at 7pm at the Weston Centre 
and the Cemetery Committee will be held on WEDNESDAY 15 APRIL 2015 at 7pm at the Cemetery 
Meeting Room, Duffield Cemetery. 
Agendas and minutes can be viewed on line at www.duffieldpc.org.uk 
The Parish Office: The Weston Centre, Tamworth Street, Duffield, DE56 4ER,  
Open to the Public-10am to 12noon Mondays and Wednesdays  
Telephone-01332 842740. Email-liz.page@duffieldpc.org.uk   
The Cemetery: 43 Hazelwood Road, Duffield. Telephone- 01332 840265. Email- chris.read@duffieldpc.org.uk  
 
Borough Councillor - Chris Short -01332 843781 
Borough and County Council- Stuart Bradford - 01773 550828 
 
Find us on Facebook-Duffield Parish Council and Twitter  -@DuffieldParCoun                                                                                                        

 


