
 

Gray Rec Equipment Survey Results 

There were 181 surveys returned. Of these 133 were returned via the online survey on the website, 

22 from the Duffield Scene, 16 via phone or email, and 10 from Duffield Library. 

From the 181 questionnaires returned, the “trim trail” (example pictured below), was the clear 

favourite with 38% of respondents giving this as their top choice. (For a breakdown of responses see 

the table below). 

 

The other pieces of equipment received 20-21% of the “top choice” vote each. Of these, the 

multizone play area and the zip wire came in equally as the second preferred choice, with the 

multizone play area additionally coming out top in a survey of pupils at Ecclesbourne School.  

The skate park was the most likely to divide opinion, with more residents not wanting it at all (over 

22% of responses), than gave it as their top choice. A large number of the comments (shown in 

Appendix 2) were of the opinion that the skate park would encourage groups of youths to 

congregate here, bringing further anti-social behaviour, drinking and litter.  

Suggestions for other additions at Gray Rec that were given more than once include: a shelter for 

older children, picnic benches, outdoor gym equipment, climbing wall or net, path around the park 

for bikes and scooters or runners, large circular swing, bigger slide and an astro turf area.  

A few respondents requested that Gray Rec be left as it is now. These respondents repeated the 

desire to avoid further anti-social behaviour and vandalism at the park, parking issues, noise and 

litter problems and that Eyes Meadow may be more suited to teenage play equipment as it is away 

from housing. 

 Trim 
trail 

Basketball/
Football 

multizone 
play area 

Skate 
Park 

Zip 
Wire 

 

Gave as first/only 
choice  

71 39 38 39  

Gave as second choice 45 43 17 45  

Gave as third choice 26 42 34 34  

Gave as fourth choice 23 33 47 34  

not wanted (left blank) 16 24 45 29  

Totals  181 181 181 181  
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 List of suggestions 
 

1 A real slide! 
2 Bigger slide 
3 A hard standing area, or circular track, suitable for younger children to ride bikes etc. on. 

There are few roads in Duffield suitable for bike riding. 
4 Shelter - chill zone for big kids 
5 What about a path encircling the playground and new play areas that could be a walking loop 

in wet weather but also a flat area in the village where children could learn to ride 
bicycles/scooters as not many opportunities in some parts of the village? 

6 Outdoor gym 
7 Fitness park - Treadmill, rowing machine,exercise bike, monkey bars etc like vicarage park 

Mickleover for 10-15 yrs age 
8 Teenage Seating areas - Would need a (robust) all-weather surface, bins and grouped seating.   

Here are a couple of links as illustration:   http://www.wicksteed.co.uk/teenage-seating-
c50.html http://www.externalworksindex.co.uk/browse/category/3-1577/type/13/Teenage-
youth-shelters/Products/ 

9 Scooting/skating paths 
10 An astro turf area for footy would be useful. 
11 Suitable equipment for older children. Take a look at parkview4u for some inspiration - a 

fabulous community park on the north west 
12 Hopscotch 
13 Toilet facilities 
14 Adidas outside gym zone 
15 Swimming pool! 
16 Exercise equipment 
17 Some more benches would be useful for summer picnics.  Making the park bigger. 
18 Large climbing frame, similar to the rope ones at Markeaton 
19 Climbing net - spider web. 
20 Other ideas could be pedal car race track or a simple 'road' around the park for bikes and toy 

cars alike which again could be nicely landscaped. 
21 Picnic benches 
22 Picnic tables too 
23 Plant some low branched trees so our children's children can climb them! 
24 Leave as an open space 
25 Outdoor gym equipment 
26 A big slide and workout equipment. Huge circular swing 
27 The Trim Trail is by far the best option! 
28 Circular birds nest swing 
29 Exercise equipment for senior citizens  
30 Perhaps an area to climb in 
31 Trampoline 
32 A couple of tables with benches for a picnic. 
33 Outdoor gym equipment. 
34 My son would like some better football goals please - bigger and a pitch marked out. 
35 Outdoor gym 
36 A shelter would also be welcome if funds permit. 
37 A big circle swing for four people. 
38 An outdoor gym. 
39 Rugby pitch 
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40 Perhaps a trim trail with metal equipment - such as www.proludic.co.uk - they have this at 
West Bridgeford park. 

41 Walking/jogging trail 
42 Adventure playground for older children (akin to the one at Carsington Water)  
43 A trim trail suitable for primary age and teenagers would be great either around the edges of 

Grays Rec or the Nature Reserve next to it. 
44 Suggestions from Ecclesbourne School: swimming pool, an Astra Turf pitch, Trampoline, 

climbing wall, X Bike track and a sandpit! 
 

A selection of comments 
 
Living close to Grays, I would be very concerned about the installation of a skate park, due to the 
number of teenagers it would attract to a currently quiet residential area. Surely, Eyes Meadows 
would be a more suitable area? 
An outdoor gym would be fantastic.  Would not like a skate park at all and would avoid this area at 
night if one was built.  Would not like a zip wire as can be dangerous and only one child can ride at 
a time- in peak times ripe arguments. Whatever is built, please can it have an enclosure? Keeps 
dogs out and kids in.   
Seems like such an underused space (except for dog walkers who insist their 'friendly' dogs should 
always be off lead) that it really is a situation of anything is better than nothing!  What a great 
blank canvas to have.  
I would like to see security cameras installed at the children's swings area of the rec to catch those 
who damage the equipment 
Something for the older kids would be nice and might keep them off (from vandalising) the 
younger kids equipment. 
The Current play facility is targeted more for toddlers-  we would like to see slides / shared swings 
for children above 5. 
Would have concerns a skate park might encourage large groups late at night, which could lead to 
antisocial behaviour.  Generally skate parks tend to be located more towards the edge of a village / 
town.  Maybe Eyes Meadow would be more suited for that? 
I appreciate there would be a significant cost involved, plus other considerations, but it would be 
great to consider providing toilet facilities.  
Zip wires are a liability and restrictive in numbers at any one time, so no to that. I think the steel 
shelter in the playground on the right as you enter Holbrook is good for younsters to congregate 
in.  
I have never seen anyone use a trim trail for real exercise! 
As a Mum of 3 and with my eldest child, son aged 8, loving to use a skateboard, we have not found 
any suitable place to go to for him to enjoy.  It would be fabulous to have this within Duffield. 
I do hope that the concerns of residents who live by the park will be taken as seriously as those 
from elsewhere in the village who want more facilities but will not have to cope with the inevitable 
problems. I find it hard to believe that the 2 a.m. usual drunken antics involving wrapping the 
swings around the frames will not include trashing an expensive zip wire. 
Development of facilities for the youth of Duffield such as the Skate Park will contribute to giving 
youth something useful to do, rather than hanging around the streets, drinking etc. Also positively 
encourages physical exercise and social welbeing. 
A skate park is not only a blot on the landscape, but would only be frequented by boys - what 
about the young girls in the village? More time and money should be spent improving and 
repairing the children's playground - leave the open space as it is. 
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The trim trail is a really good idea because it can be used by everyone, kids or adults.  the Zip wire 
raises concerns : only one person can use it at once, it can cause a lot of arguments and frustration 
amongst the kids. And I fear that it will be a bit dangerous for the smaller ones. 
Skate park is great, but typically encourages older kids to hang around and always get graffittied.  
Outdoor gym equipment might be a good compromise for wider age group. 
A Skate Park would be extremely popular and well used, which we doubt would be the case with 
any of the other three options. It, together only with the Zip Wire, would also add to the activities 
available in the village, as opposed to providing an alternative location for activities already 
available at Ecclesbourne School and / or the Squash Club. 
I agree that it would be great to add more equipment and a skatepark is ideal! you can skate , 
scooter and bmx in a skatepark so it would get loads of use! I just started skateboarding but there 
is nowhere to do it as well which is why we should build one in the heart of duffield! Thank you ! 
I think a skate park would be more suitable for Eyes Meadows-as the noise can be dreadful so not 
suitable for a residential area. I think it is important to discourage any item that might attract more 
vandalism. 
Some good ideas for 7-15+ but nothing for senior citizens and younger people recovering from hip 
and knee injuries. Keeping balance becomes v. important as you age (cost to NHS).  
Leave the open space as it is and hold more village events on the space to encourage family 
sports/picnics, Saturday morning walk in the park events and musical events in summer evenings. 
Can we have them all? 
The play area up in Holbrook is amazing - would be great if Duffield had similar. Zip wire - nature 
trail. 
Something needs to be done to prevent further vandalism to the playground - maybe CCTV or fake 
at least, many children use the playground and really miss it when out of action due to vandalism. 
Holloway Road is blocked most of the time - WE DO NOT need any more traffic and no parking 
space. Teenagers take over the park in the summer and leave all their mess behind. 
Would not be keen to see Skate park or Zip Wire on safety grounds. 
Trim trails are great for multi-person use and excite children of all ages! 
My suggestion is this equipment would be better placed on the top end of Eyes Meadow (the 
mainly unused section behind the new changing rooms) where older children can use and enjoy it 
without impacting the under 10's park at Grays. For Grays Rec I would like proposals more 
intended for the under 10's age group- an extension of the park or some sort of water play or even 
just kept as it is with CCTV or vandalism prevention. 
The skate park or basketball/ football multi zone play area would be best suited at the site of the 
old allotment before someone builds housing there. 
Not keen on the basketball etc. You can play football anywhere don't need hard ground.  
I like the trim trail best and would like to see equipment suitable for children 6-12 years (approx) 
as this age group lacks these facilities in the village. (Eyes Meadow provides good football/cricket 
areas for all ages). 
Response from Ecclesbourne School:  
A Year 8 Assembly of 240 students was held to gage the interest in each of the four choices. 
Overwhelmingly the Basketball/ football multi zone play area came out top with most hands up; 
secondly, the Zip Wire; in third place the Skate Park. Finally the Trim Trail, I think this one will be 
popular with the Junior School students. 

 


