
 
 

 

Duffield Parish Council 

  
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Weston Centre, Tamworth 

Street, Duffield on Wednesday 5 April 2017 
 at 7.00pm. 

 

Present:  Chairman:            Cllr Evanson 
Councillors: Buckle, P Greenwood, Y Greenwood, Knibbs, 

Rice, Rowlands, Storer, A and B Woodings .   
 

In Attendance:  Kath Gruber (Parish Clerk), PCSO Paula Bennett and two 
members of the public. 

 
Absent: Cllr Short 
 
 
Kath Gruber was appointed as Clerk to the meeting. 
 

4982 Apologies 
 

 Apologies were received from Cllr Raynor  
 

4983 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13 April 2016 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman. There were no matters arising. 
 

4984 Chairman’s Report  
 
Councillor Evanson presented his report as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
The year 2016-17 has been an extremely busy year with many events and exciting 
developments in the village. 
 

A Fond Farewell and Welcome  

Duffield bid a fond farewell to Parish Clerk Liz Page who was a great asset to the 

village over the last three years. The Parish Council wished her well in her new job 

and welcomed a new Parish Clerk, Kath Gruber, in September 2016.  

Celebration of the Queen’s Birthday  

In April Duffield Parish Council was very proud to light an official “Birthday Beacon” in 

celebration of the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen. 

Annual Fireworks and Bonfire Night  

The display was very successful with a record number of people attending. Many 

thanks to the volunteers from the DCA and members of the Explorer Scouts who 

helped on the night; without them this event would simply not be possible. 
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Cockpit Lane 

Having consulted at length with residents the Parish Council has proceeded with the 

resurfacing of Cockpit Lane, the footpath that runs from Town Street alongside 

Appletree Medical Practice leading to Eyes Meadow.  

Gray Recreation Ground  

Duffield Parish Council asked what you would like to see in terms of new recreation 

facilities for older children, teenagers and adults on Gray Recreation Ground 

alongside Snake Lane. You replied in your hundreds with the great majority in favour 

of new equipment and the Council will be making a decision based on your feedback 

and seeking to source funding in 2017/2018. 

Duffield Arts Festival 

The Parish Council was delighted to support Duffield’s first-ever arts festival in 

September 2016 organised by Jonathan Leach. It was very well attended and jam-

packed with events including a scarecrow trail; photography and writing competitions; 

exhibitions; live music; arts and crafts for all the family to enjoy. The festival will be 

run again in September 2017. 

The DCA Carnival  

The Council continues to support the hugely successful Duffield Community 

Association carnival. Last summer’s theme ‘Around the World’ was fabulous and saw 

lots of creativity and a record attendance.  

Bradshaw Stone and Plaque 

To commemorate Anthony Bradshaw, the Parish Council erected a plaque on the 

railings in front of Duffield Hall to point out the Bradshaw Stone, which used to be the 

stone above the door of the Almshouse. The stone was reset in the wall of the 

boundary of Duffield Hall. 

Grants  

The Parish Council supported local activities and initiatives throughout the year 

awarding grants to Derbyshire Wildlife Trust; Duffield Scouts; Massive; Derwent 

Walkways and Duffield Rangers. 

CCTV On Wirksworth Corner 

Duffield’s Millennium flower garden, war memorial and seating area on the corner of 

Wirksworth Road continues to be a beautiful focal point of the village thanks to the 

hard work of the Duffield Community Association. To keep it this way, Duffield Parish 

Council installed a CCTV camera to keep watch on the area.  

The Eyes Have It Music Festival  

The Parish Council was proud to support the music festival in July 2016. It was a 

fantastic weekend of rock, pop & blues organised by Simon Clark.  The Council has 

agreed that Eyes Meadow will play host to “The Eyes Have It” music festival for the 

third time in 2017.  
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Keeping Our Village Beautiful 

During this year the number of complaints the Parish Council received regarding dog 

fouling around the village has increased. The Council has put up new signs asking 

people to keep our village beautiful and to pick up after their dogs in addition to 

increasing the number of dog waste bins around the village.  

THANKS...... 

To everyone in Duffield who continues to support the objectives of the Council.  

Thanks go to the Council staff: 

Liz Page, the outgoing Parish Clerk, for her service to the village for the past 3 years. 

Kath Gruber, the new Parish Clerk, for hitting the ground running and showing her 

propensity for hard work, energy and commitment. 

Chris Carter, Assistant Clerk, for his dedication and efficient control of our finances. 

Jackie Clements, Admin Assistant, for her dedication and enthusiasm for improved 

communications, web and social media.  

Chris Read, Cemetery Superintendent, for the maintenance of a village asset that we 

are all proud of.  

Michael Forkin, Village Warden, who ensures that our village continues to look its 

best.  

Councillors – for ensuring that the right decisions are made and implemented. 

The Chairman presented a certificate of thanks to Mrs Di Hancock in recognition of 

her work as a Recreational Adviser 

4985  Accounts of the Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2016 
  The accounts were not available as the software required to complete them has not   

been received from HMRC. It is expected by 7 April 2017. 
 
Resolved: The Accounts will be presented at the AGM on 3 May 2017.  

 
4986 Receipt of Parochial Charitable Trust Accounts  

 
 Report from the Duffield Charity  

 
The Duffield Charity is also known as Joseph Webster's Charity. It is an 
amalgamation of small charities set up over the years since the 17th century. 
The purpose of all these charities is to help the poor, needy, widows, widowers and 
single people in the parish of Duffield, which in the early days included Belper, Milford 
& Heage and Duffield. 
The charity is able to distribute a small amount of money in June and December and 
the trustees are willing to consider anyone who feels they may be eligible for receipt 
of an allocation of part of this money. In recent years, the number of people to whom 
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we've donated money has decreased considerably so now, as well as helping 
individuals in Duffield and Heage we donate money to the Weston Centre and the 
Belper Cottage Project. In the financial year to 31/12/2016 our income from 
investments was £2079.66 and we distributed £2135.98 
 

 Report Received from Duffield Millennium Meadow 
 

A copy of the report provided by Di Hancock was distributed and Mrs Hancock 
presented the report as follows: 
 
The Meadow has gone from strength to strength this past year and the results of the 
management are there to be seen this spring with beautiful blossom, flowers and 
wildlife.  
Young people involvement. 
Ecclesbourne School sent two groups of students from their Enhanced Learning 
Department and they were taken on a tour and given a quiz to answer about the 
meadow. This is a regular event. William Gilbert School used the 1st copse as a 
Forest school where groups of about 20 children enjoyed learning outside in all 
weathers throughout the year. A group of Scouts helped us by spending an evening 
spreading chippings on the muddy paths – by the light of their head torches! 
Path mowing 
The path mowing this last year was somewhat disappointing as the contractor failed 
to ensure that all of them were mown. He was not very happy to reduce the bill in the 
light of this but finally did so. The Exec. Committee may decide to look into a change 
of contract in the future 
Grass management 
We had a small herd of sheep to graze the meadow grass during the early winter. 
This is free courtesy of the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust who finances this resource for 
nature reserves in the area from the DerwentWISE Lottery Funding. The sheep 
grazed off the grass so that the wildflowers can flourish later in the year. There is 
some doubt whether this will continue after the DerwentWISE money ceases in year 
5 (2018) so we will be looking for funding elsewhere if need be for this vital part of the 
meadow management.  
Wetland management 
The main work carried out this past year has been implementing the wetland 
management plan. This 5-year plan was commissioned from the Derbyshire Wildlife 
Trust and forms the schedule of work to be undertaken to ensure open water in the 
ponds and the control of invasive self set alder trees. We employed Groundwork as 
usual to do the work in the winter months when the birds are not nesting.  With the 
help of our volunteers, major removal of the alder trees took place to allow wild 
flowers to grow and to ensure there is a variety of habitat for wildlife. 
BBC appearance 
In January, the reserve featured on a BBC programme about preserving biodiversity. 
Our reserve was chosen as a successful, well run example of what can be achieved 
by enthusiastic volunteers. On a very foggy, cold morning Kieron Houston from the 
DWT and myself were filmed talking about how a piece of land can be transformed 
with the right management, right financial support and levels of enthusiasm into an 
award-winning bio-diverse local nature reserve. 
EMIG 
In March 2016, EMIG (Ecclesbourne Meadows Interest Group) approached us 
informally to give support and advice in their conversations with the Parish Council 
regarding acquiring the field for the village. Regular meeting ensued and the DMMCT 
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Trustees agreed to offer to underwrite the management of the area under similar 
terms to that of the Reserve if the Parish Council agreed. This agreement is awaiting 
final signatures once the land has been purchased. 
Crocus planting 
A group of William Gilbert school children planted a large number of crocus bulbs that 
had been donated by Round Table – a good number of which survived the thieving 
tactics of the squirrels! 
Wet winter paths 
Due to the spells of wet weather over the winter and the sheer number of people who 
walk daily on the meadow, the paths became extremely muddy and we had a number 
of deliveries of tree chippings over the wet months that were spread on the paths by 
volunteers. This only just kept pace with the mud. Fortunately, the spring sunshine 
has dried them up and the grass is beginning to grow through. 
Volunteer activity 
We have an email group of approx.50 people some of whom have sponsored trees in 
the past and like to be kept informed, some who are able to come on working parties 
to help with the physical work and this number is growing all the time. We have 
regulars who hand lop the hedges, spread chippings and help with the alder tree 
cutting plus a handful of new members who have joined recently. There are a number 
of levels of physical work to be undertaken and everyone can help. 
New Secretary 
The Trustees appointed a new secretary (Alison Couldwell) on the retirement of Nick 
Mirfin. Ali is one of a number of younger members to join this year. 
Species 
The Reserve continues to be a valuable addition to the bio diversity of the Derwent 
Valley with many birds using it as a nesting site. Mallards, coots and snipe are 
regulars in the wetland and an exciting new addition has been observed – a water 
rail. The profusion of flowers is an essential resource for pollinators and we have a 
breeding population of grass snakes established in the wetland area. Herons are 
regular visitors and the ponds are full if breeding toads, newts and frogs. 
Future plans. 
The instalment of the last Interpretation board should be completed later this year 
and then we can concentrate on fund raising for new signage to encourage dog 
owners to be more responsible and some new planting. The Lottery funds are 
becoming more and more difficult to access as their revenues are well down since 
they doubled the ticket price. 
We look forward to working with the EMIG committee to help them to enhance their 
meadow with some small planting plans to introduce some year-round colour. 
Finance 
We continue to maintain a healthy reserve of which approx. £6000 to ensure at least 
two years of funding. The balance of around £4000 is used for regular contract work 
through the year and is raised from donations, grants and selling calendars and 
Xmas cards. 
We have agreed that EMIG will keep its own accounts but that the banking should be 
via a second account of DMMCT . Signatures for cheques will be from both groups. 
 
Lastly, Rodney Wood who had the inspiration for the meadow, lost his wife Anne to 
cancer in January and he himself is suffering from Alzheimer’s and no longer able to 
be actively involved. When you walk down the meadow and admire the beauty, it is 
because of the vision of people like him.  
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 Report received from the RJ Weston Duffield Charity 
 

The R .J. Weston Duffield Charity was constituted by a Deed of Trust dated 23rd 
February 1987. It is situated at Tamworth Street, Duffield, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 
4ER in a building generally known as the Weston Centre. The building is on land 
leased for 99 years commencing on 4th December 1989. The freehold of the land on 
which the Weston Centre was built, along with the freeholds of other buildings on the 
site belonging to the successors to the RBL Tamworth House Services Club, is now 
held by Mr. S. Hussain, owner of the Viceroy Restaurant, Duffield. 
 
Until this year the Trustees of the Charity have been appointed on a staggered basis 
for renewable terms of four years, the Trustees at the end of 2015 being:- 
  
 Cllr. R. Knibbs Appointed by Duffield Parish Council 
 Mrs. H. Sheard Appointed by Duffield St Alkmund’s Parochial Church 

Council 
Mrs. M. DesForges Appointed by Duffield St Margaret Clitherow Roman 
Catholic Church 

 Mrs. J Gatenby Appointed by Duffield Old People’s Welfare Committee 
 Mr. P. Gatenby Appointed by Duffield Old People’s Welfare Committee 
 Mr. B. W. Nicholls  Appointed by Duffield Community Association 
 Mrs. B. Wigley Appointed by Trinity Methodist Church 

Mr. M. Phillips Added in the year 2013 in view of his role as treasurer to 
the trustees 
Mrs. S. Phillips Added in the year 2014 in view of her role as booking 
secretary  

 A second appointment by Duffield Community Association was outstanding at 31 
December 2016. The proposed revision of the terms of appointment of trustees did 
not proceed in 2016. 
 
The object of the Charity is to provide a day centre for "residents of the Parish who 
would in the opinion of the Charity Trustees benefit from use of the day centre, and 
who have either attained the age of at least 60 years or have retired under that age 
on the ground of ill-health or from occupations where retirement under the age of 60 
years is normal". The Trust Deed also makes provision for the use of the centre by 
spouses of eligible residents and by individuals with "a substantial connection with 
the Parish" although not actually residing in it. 
 
The centre is staffed by a dedicated team of volunteers who serve tea, coffee and 
biscuits at a nominal charge between 10am and noon on each weekday morning. 
Each Monday another group of volunteers provides lunch for about 20 elderly people 
who are brought from their homes to the centre by Community Transport. The Friday 
morning “Chairobics” class continues to be popular. Various local groups comprising 
mainly senior citizens continue to meet at the Centre on a regular basis. The 
chiropodist continues to come monthly on a Tuesday morning, which reflects the 
ongoing demand for her services. A hearing advisor from Hearing Help (Amber 
Valley) attends on the first Wednesday morning of each month. 
 
Duffield Parish Council is licensed to occupy a room with external access so that 
Council staff are much more readily available to residents. 
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More information about the activities at the Centre can now be found on the website, 
www.westoncentre.org.uk and publicity leaflets have been prepared to make the next 
generation of retired people aware of the facilities available. We always need to 
recruit extra volunteers. 
 
During the year 2016 room hire, fund raising activities, the sale of tea and coffee, 
lunch subscriptions and miscellaneous income amounted to £11,774. Income from 
investments and donations, plus a legacy of £10,000 from a former user, brought 
total receipts to £23,176. Running costs were £9,440, which with a new building 
depreciation charge of £2,455 resulted in a net surplus of £11,281 for the year. The 
final balances of cash in hand, at bank, on deposit and investment amounted to 
£46,835. 

 
 
4987 Other Business    

• Cllr A Woodings proposed that AVBC are asked to contribute to the purchase 
of additional equipment for Gray Recreation Ground. 

• Cllr Rowlands proposed that the APM is not required given that Duffield Parish 
Council meets on a regular basis and provides significant opportunity for 
electorate attendance. 

Resolved: The Clerk to investigate both these proposals.  
  
 Resolved: The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting and there 

being no other business, closed the meeting at 7.25pm 
 
 
Signed ………………………………… Dated ……………… 

http://www.westoncentre.org.uk/

