
Library News for February 

 

The library continues to be a donation point for the Hope for Belper charity, a local volunteer run 
food-bank helping our neighbours in Belper and surrounding areas. We have a food crate in the 
library where non-perishable food can be donated.  
 
The craft group continue to meet on Mondays at 10am for a couple of hours to work on craft 
projects, so please come along if you are interested.  
 
Our usual storytime sessions continue on Fridays at the usual time of 11am for half an hour of 
stories and simple crafts for pre-school children and their carers. Just call in, no pre-booking is 
required. Steve is relaunching our monthly craft sessions on Saturday mornings which begin on 2 
February at 10.30am with crafts on a Chinese theme. As before, these are drop in and suitable for 
families. 
We also have a free stories and craft session on Monday 18 February at 2.30pm, again on a theme 
of the Chinese New Year of the Pig. This is a bookable session, please call in or phone the library on 
01629 533919 to book a place. 
 
Jessie’s monthly themes are vegan cooking and wellbeing and finding joy in life. Please call in to have 
a look and all books in the displays are available to take out. 
 
A few months ago Forty Autumns by Nina Willner was recommended to me as a good read. As we 
don’t have a copy in Duffield I requested it into the library which arrived shortly after Christmas. This 
story tells of three generations of one family-mothers, sisters, daughters and cousins-separated at 
the end of World War 2 by forty years of Soviet rule and reunited after the fall of the Berlin Wall. The 
family history was fascinating and vividly brought to life many accounts of courage and survival. I 
thought the telling of their story within the framework of history was an interesting way to set out 
the book and this was emphasised by family photographs interspersed with historical photos. If this 
period of history interests you then I recommend this book. I have kept the copy in our library. 

New books arriving in the library this month include The Man with No Face by Peter May.  A revision 
of a novel originally written in 1979, this story is still relevant today. Journalist Neil Bannerman is 
despatched to Brussels to find ‘some good stuff on the EEC….Corruption, fraud, political back-
stabbing’, while there becomes embroiled in a double murder and conspiracy. Described as a 
prescient thriller played out against the backdrop of a city and a continent on the cusp of political 
chaos, this novel is entertaining, tense and suspenseful. It’s definitely on my reading list for this 
month. 

 



In non-fiction format we have received paperback copies of When to Jump by Mike Lewis, described 
as a must read of anyone seeking not only to succeed but thrive, this book will help you make your 
jump to changing your career and life. A Good Face for Radio by Eddie Mair, is a very amusing set of 
anecdotal observations on life, taken from his Radio Times diaries and make for an entertaining 
read. We have also received a copy of As I Walked out One Midsummer Morning, by Laurie Lee, 
recounting his travels to Spain in 1934. A beautifully written book and can be found in our classic 
section. In fiction we have received paper back copies of Girl on Fire by Tony Parsons, described as a 
tense and brilliant novel with eye-widening twists, this is the latest in the series featuring DC Max 
Wolfe. The Ice House by Laura Lee Smith is a multifaceted family drama centred on a family in crisis 
and described as a steadily engrossing and truly memorable story of self-discovery. 

 

Happy Reading  

Carole-Ann and the team 

 


