
 
 

 

Duffield Parish Council 

  
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Weston Centre, Tamworth 

Street, Duffield on Wednesday 1 April 2015 
 at 7.00pm. 

 

Present:  Chairman:             Y Greenwood 
Councillors: Buckle, Evanson, P Greenwood, Knibbs, Raynor, 

Rice, Rowlands, and Short.   
 

In Attendance:  Mrs Liz Page (Parish Clerk), and one member of the public. 
 
 
Mrs Liz Page was appointed as Clerk to the meeting. 
 

4221 Apologies 
 

 Apologies were received from Councillors A and B Woodings (holiday) and Storer 
(holiday) 
 

4222 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 2 April 2014 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman. There were no matters arising. 
 

4223   Chairman’s Report  
 
Councillor Y Greenwood presented her report as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 

The year 2014-15 has been another exciting and interesting year for the Parish Council 
 

1. Eyes Meadow 
The Parish Council has employed an architect to design the refurbishment of the 
existing changing rooms on Eyes Meadow. The design has been agreed with the 
current users of the facilities. The Council will apply for a Public Works Loan to fund 
the improvements and it is expected that this work will start in May 2015. 
A trial area of green car parking on Eyes Meadow has been in place for several 
months this has proved so successful that the mesh will be laid in remaining area 
when the ground conditions are appropriate.  
The picnic benches have been refurbished and the views of the river will be opened 
up this Summer.  It has been agreed that Derbyshire Archery Club can use a section 
of Eyes Meadow. 
 

2. Parish Meeting Room at Duffield Cemetery 
The Meeting Room was refurbished in the early summer 2014.  The Meeting Room 
was used for a display of WW1 memorabilia from Duffield residents and work from 
the local schools. Many thanks to those who contributed to the commemoration of 
WW1. Donations from visitors amounted to £78.33 and the Chairman increased this 
to £150 from her allowance. This money was donated to The Soldiers’ Charity. 
 



  

 

 

3. The Annual Remembrance Service in November 
The Parish Council helps the British Legion organise this event. Last year the event 
was attended by an excellent number of children and adults. The Parish Council 
provided the trumpeter who played the Last Post. Many thanks to Cllr Nick Storer for 
organising this and the event. There was an article and photographs in Duffield 
Scene which recorded the event.  

 
4. The Annual Fireworks Display 

Many thanks to the Clerk-Liz Page for organising this most successful event and to 
Chris Carter, Chris Read and Michael Forkin who assisted her during the day and 
evening, and to Duffield Community Association, Massive Youth Club, the local 
firefighters and many others for their help and support in this event. 
 

5. Allotments 
The number of allotments at the cemetery has been increased from 29 to 33. 
 

6. Policies 
Liz Page has continued to update the policies and procedures for the Council but in 

 particular the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 
 

7. Advisors 
Many thanks to the advisors to the Council. These voluntary roles help with the work 
of the Council. 
The footpath advisors walk many miles in order to report on the state of the parish 
footpaths. It was with sadness that Jim Banahan had to be replaced as Road Safety 
Advisor and we thank Mark Spilsbury for taking up this role. We have appointed Luke 
Heaton as Flood Warden for the village.  

 
8. The Village Plan 

The current Parish Plan was written in 2005. A new Village plan will be published in 
May 2015, in order to write the plan the Council has consulted the people of Duffield 
on several occasions; the Carnival, through working groups, at the meeting at the 
Weston Centre in January and through the Duffield Scene. A Steering Group was 
formed to discuss the results of these consultations and to formulate the plan. 

 
9. Thanks to: 

Liz Page – Parish Clerk 
Liz has continued to work with enthusiasm and energy and this has meant that the 
work of the Council has been dealt with swiftly and efficiently. She has introduced 
Facebook Page and Twitter Account and a new web site should be online in April. 
Her sound legal knowledge has been invaluable when advising the Council. She 
leads an excellent team of people.  
Chris Carter – Assistant Parish Clerk 
Chris’s financial advice is invaluable to Liz and the Parish Council. The financial 
records are always well presented and he always ensures his advice is clear and 
concise.  
Chris Read – Cemetery Superintendent 
Chris has worked hard to ensure that the cemetery is well maintained and the 
allotments are well managed. It continues to look better every year.  
There have been many compliments on his management of the funerals at the 
cemetery. 
Michael Forkin – Parish Warden 



  

 

 

Michael works very hard to maintain the outdoor facilities of the village, he is more 
than willing to do any job that is asked of him.  
Jackie Clements- Communication and Administrative Officer A welcome to 
Jackie who joined the Parish Council in January and has already made a difference. 
We are very lucky to have such a hard working team in the village. 
Finally I would like to say thanks to: all of the Councillors who have supported, 
helped and advised me throughout this year, to the Chairs of the committees, Steve 
Evanson – Recreation Committee, Nick Storer – Cemetery Committee, 
representatives on outside bodies Richard Knibbs – Weston Centre, Nick Storer -
Community Governor Meadows School,  Ken Raynor –Governor at Ecclesbourne 
School  
A special thanks to Steven Evanson, Vice Chairman. 

 
 

4224  Accounts of the Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2014 
 
The Accounts were discussed. It was noted that the high level of reserves will reduce 
in 2015/16 and 2016/17 due to capital project spend. 
 
Resolved: The Accounts were approved. Presented at Schedule 1. 

 
4225  Receipt of Parochial Charitable Trust Accounts  

 
 Report from the Duffield Charity  

 
A copy of the Report provided by Keith Redfern was distributed and as follows 
The Duffield Charity is also known as Joseph Webster's Charity. It is an 
amalgamation of small charities set up over the years since the 17th century. 
The purpose of all these charities is to help the poor, needy, widows, widowers and 
single people in the parish of Duffield, which in the early days included Belper, Milford 
& Heage and Duffield. 
The charity is able to distribute a small amount of money in June and December and 
the trustees are willing to consider anyone who feels they may be eligible for receipt 
of an allocation of part of this money.   
As well as helping individuals in Duffield and Heage we donate money to the Weston 
Centre and the Belper Cottage Project. 
In 2014 our income from investments was £2140.38 and we distributed £2110.00 
 

 Report Received from Duffield Millennium Meadow 
A copy of the report provided by Di Hancock was distributed and Mrs Hancock 
presented the report as follows 
 
The Highland and Galloway cows which usually graze the meadow were sadly 
missed during the winter 2014/2015 but we managed to have the standing dead 
grass flail mowed in order to enable spring growth to come through - although this 
consumed some of our much needed funds. Subsequently, we are in discussion with 
the DerwentWISE project with a view to them providing grazing animals in the 
coming winter 2015/2016 (and beyond) and to fund the electric fencing, the day to 
day management and the necessary insurances. These proposals will be put before 
the Parish Council at the earliest opportunity to secure the future for this necessary 
part of the overall management of the Reserve. 



  

 

 

All the hedges were hand lopped as usual by enthusiastic volunteers over a couple of 
months- a method that always raises comments but which is much approved of by 
the Wildlife Trust and the Environment Agency – less brutal than mechanical cutting.  
In consultation and with the support of the Parish Council, new dog bins have been 
reinstated and are being well used so that the problem of pollution from dog 
excrement has been reduced. Thanks go to Michael who has the job of emptying 
them.  
It was very gratifying to complete a project that has been planned for a number of 
years –the laying of the Disabled Access path. Although an expensive project, with 
the financial support of the Parish Council who paid half the bill, the main path was 
levelled and special mesh laid for approx. 200 metres to produce a firm surface for 
wheelchair users and/or anyone who uses a walking aid or has the need of such a 
pathway due to health problems.  After new grass seed was spread, it only took a 
number of weeks for it to “green” up and we have also incorporated a flat, meshed 
viewing area near to the fence overlooking the wetland. The new path was “opened” 
in a ceremony where Anne Wood - who is a wheelchair user herself and wife of 
Rodney (the founder of the Meadow)  - cut a ribbon and accompanied by committee 
members and volunteers, enjoyed a smooth ride to the seat that overlooks the ponds. 
The exceptional dry spell during the summer meant that the natural water table levels 
were very low and the ponds became deoxygenated. The water in the main ponds 
became silver grey in colour and dead fish could be seen on the surface. We called 
the Environment Agency to double check that this was a natural event and were 
reassured that the natural gases from the rotting leaf litter on the bottom of the ponds 
was to blame and that as soon as it rained, it would all return to normal –as indeed it 
did. Although the larger animals have suffered, any fry, larval insects and amphibians 
should survive.  
It was confirmed that a mink has been predating rabbits and the mallard ducks on the 
Reserve. Its presence is the main reason for the lack of water voles on the lower 
Ecclesbourne river and we are in discussion with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust as to how 
to control this menace. 
Our paths are very well used throughout the year and are mown regularly through the 
growing season. We spread chippings for the first time in the winter of 2013/2014 
(paid for by a supporter) and having discussed this with the new contractor, we 
acquired a lorry load of free chippings to spread on our paths which become very 
muddy during the autumn/winter months 2014/2015. A couple of working parties and 
willing volunteers made short work of spreading the rather large pile – with the last 
few barrow loads being done without asking! 
 
Due to severe overgrowth, we commissioned a 5 year management plan for the 
wetland from the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust who also carried out an assessment of the 
biodiversity of the area and the ponds themselves. From that we learned that our 
main ponds are amongst the top 20% in the County for species diversity and had 
many compliments about how the Reserve is managed. We began the first tranche of 
the plan by cutting down some of the self-set alder and willow with the help of 
Groundwork who also provided a certified worker to safely poison the stumps to 
prevent regrowth. They re-stacked most of the cuttings onto our dump site over two 
sessions and the local Girl Guides helped stack the last batch as well as doing some 
tree lopping. The costs of the report and the work have eaten into our reserves but 
are well worth it. 
 Another exciting development this year has been the use of the first copse by groups 
from William Gilbert School who have some lessons outside as part of a Forest 
school initiative championed by one of their especially trained teachers. They learn 



  

 

 

about nature, do leaf and bark rubbings, have treasure hunts, do measuring and also 
use some of the brash to make dens/shelters. As the future custodians of the 
countryside it is important that they learn and become enthusiastic supporters of 
Reserves such as ours.  The Ecclesbourne School also brings groups of 
Geography/Environment students to study things like river erosion patterns. 
In the spring and autumn, illustrated talks by Mick Ball and Kieron Huston (DWT) 
were held at the Patten Makers Arms to highlight our fabulous insects and butterflies 
as well as the importance of our Reserve to the Biodiversity of the Lower Derwent 
Valley. There has been a resident kestrel all year and also many nesting birds during 
the season e.g. the box on one of the pine stumps had a great tit family and a 
nuthatch family in the roost hole at the top. Later this was used as a night roost by a 
woodpecker and the numerous holes in this standing dead wood indicates an 
important habitat for insects, wasps, solitary bees as well as secure places for 
roosting for the tiny wrens and goldfinches. Both Mallard and Water hen successfully 
nested on the ponds. 
 
The Trust is always looking at ways of raising money to secure the steady £3000 
income needed to fund the annual maintenance costs of the Reserve. The Trust 
Executive Committee is determined to manage a financial reserve each year that 
would allow a future group to continue unabated and looks to raise money from sale 
of goods at Xmas, donations, sponsorships and grants. This prudent management of 
the finances ensures that we are looked on favourably when applying for grants for 
development projects.  
 
Looking forward. 
The main projects for 2015-2016 are: 
1) Commission and install illustrated information boards to explain what you can see 
on the Reserve – identifying animals, birds, insects etc.  
2) Install better signage overall on the Reserve including for the disabled access  
 
The Accounts are presented at Schedule 2 
 

 Report received from the RJ Weston Duffield Charity 
A copy of the Report provided by Richard Knibbs was distributed as follows 
 
The R .J. Weston Duffield Charity was constituted by a Deed of Trust dated 23rd 
February 1987. It is situated at Tamworth Street, Duffield, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 
4ER in a building generally known as the Weston Centre. The building is on land 
leased for 99 years commencing on 4th December 1989. The freehold of the land on 
which the Weston Centre was built, along with the freeholds of other buildings on the 
site belonging to the successors to the RBL Tamworth House Services Club, now 
belongs to Mr. S. Hussain, owner of the Viceroy Restaurant, Duffield. 
 
The Trustees of the Charity are appointed on a staggered basis for renewable terms 
of four years, the Trustees at the end of 2014 being:- 
 Cllr. P. Buckle  Appointed by Duffield Parish Council 
 Cllr. R. Knibbs  Appointed by Duffield Parish Council 
 Mrs. H. Sheard  Appointed by Duffield St Alkmund’s Parochial  
     Church Council 
 Mrs. M. DesForges  Appointed by Duffield St Margaret Clitherow  
     Roman Catholic Church 



  

 

 

 Mrs. J Gatenby  Appointed by Duffield Old People’s Welfare  
     Committee 
 Mr. P. Gatenby  Appointed by Duffield Old People’s Welfare  
     Committee 
 Mr. B. W. Nicholls   Appointed by Duffield Community Association 
 Mr. M. Phillips  Added in the year 2013 in view of his role as  
     treasurer to the trustees. 
 Mrs. S. Phillips  Added in the year 2014 in view of her role as  
     booking secretary. 
Vacancies in the appointment of trustees by the Community Association and Trinity 
Methodist church are being addressed. 
 
The object of the Charity is to provide a day centre for "residents of the Parish who 
would in the opinion of the Charity Trustees benefit from use of the day centre, and 
who have either attained the age of at least 60 years or have retired under that age 
on the ground of ill-health or from occupations where retirement under the age of 60 
years is normal". The Trust Deed also makes provision for the use of the centre by 
spouses of eligible residents and by individuals with "a substantial connection with 
the Parish" although not actually residing in it. 
 
The centre is staffed by a dedicated team of volunteers who serve tea, coffee and 
biscuits at a nominal charge between 10am and noon on each weekday morning. 
Each Monday another group of volunteers provides lunch for about 20 elderly people 
who are brought from their homes to the centre by Community Transport. The Friday 
morning “Chairobics” class continues to be popular. Various local groups comprising 
mainly senior citizens continue to meet at the Centre on a regular basis. The 
chiropodist now attends monthly on a Tuesday morning, which reflects the ongoing 
demand for her services. A hearing advisor from Hearing Help (Amber Valley) 
attends on the first Friday morning of each month. 
 
Duffield Parish Council is licensed to occupy a room with external access so that 
Council staff are much more readily available to residents. 
 
More information about the activities at the Centre can now be found on a new 
website, www.westoncentre.org.uk and publicity leaflets have been prepared to make 
the next generation of retired people aware of the facilities available. We also need to 
recruit volunteers. 
 
During the year 2014 room hire, fund raising activities, the sale of tea and coffee, 
lunch subscriptions and miscellaneous income amounted to £13,789. Income from 
investments and donations brought total receipts to £15,382. Running costs were 
£11,164 resulting in a net surplus of £4,218 for the year. The final balances of cash in 
hand, at bank, on deposit and investment amounted to £29,017. 
 

 
4226  Other Business    
 None 
 Resolved: The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting and there 

being no other business, closed the meeting at 7.20 p.m 
 
 
Signed ………………………………… Dated ……………… 

http://www.westoncentre.org.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

Schedule 1 
 

 

Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2014 
   

 

    

   

        31 March 2013 
   

31 March 2014 
 

   

Long Term 
Assets 

   

        728 
  

Investments  728 
    

    
  

  

 
728 

    
728 

 

        

   
Current Assets 

   

        6,412 
  

Debtors 
 

2,681 
  2,308 

  
VAT control A/c 4,558 

  111,935 
  

Co-op Current A/c 134,470 
  100 

  
Cash Float 100 

  

 
120,755 

    
141,809 

 

  
  

    
  

  
121,483 Total Assets 

  
142,537 

        

   

Current 
Liabilities 

   

        11,002 
  

Creditors 17,081 
    

    
  

  

 
11,002 

    
17,081 

 

  
11,002 

    
17,081 

  
  

    
  

  
110,481 Total Assets less Current Liabilities 125,456 

        

   
Represented by 

   

        

  
110,481 General Reserves 

  
125,456 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



  

 

 

Duffield Parish Council 

  

   
  Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended  -  31 March 2014 

  

   
  

       31st March 
2013 

    

31st March 
2014 

  
Income 

    

       105,867 
 

Precept 
   

107,937 

3,832 
 

Employee costs recovered 
 

2,512 

34,750 
 

Cemetery Committee 
 

21,592 

260 
 

Strategy and Finance Committee 24 

11,446 
 

Recreational Committee 
 

13,184 

       

       156,155 
 

Total Income 
  

145,249 

       

       

  
Expenditure 

   

       57,732 
 

Employee Costs 
  

54,618 

2,001 
 

Councillors Allowances 
 

2,001 

12,211 
 

Cemetery Committee 
 

25,699 

23,984 
 

Strategy and Finance Committee 23,551 

19,656 
 

Recreational Committee 
 

23,009 

1,000 
 

S137 
   

1,396 

       

       116,584 
 

Total Expenditure 
 

130,274 

       39,571 
 

(Deficit) / Surplus 
 

14,975 

       

       

       

       

  
Reserves Summary 

  

       70,910 
 

Balance as at 1st April 2013 110,481 

156,155 
 

Plus: Income 
  

145,249 

227,065 
     

255,730 

116,584 
 

Less : Expenditure 
 

130,274 

110,481 
 

Closing Balance 
 

125,456 
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Schedule 2 
 

 


