
 
 
 

Duffield Parish Council 
  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Weston Centre, Tamworth 
Street, Duffield on Wednesday 2 April 2014 

 at 7.00pm. 
 

Present:  Chairman:             Y Greenwood 
Councillors: Buckle, P Greenwood, Raynor, Rice, Rowlands, 

Short, Storer, and T Woodings.  
 

In Attendance:  Mrs Liz Page (Parish Clerk), and three members of the public. 
 
 
Mrs Liz Page was appointed as Clerk to the meeting. 
 

3720 Apologies 
 

 Apologies were received from Councillors Knibbs (business trip), B Woodings (prior 
engagement) and Evanson (charity AGM) 
 

3721 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 3 April 2013 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman. There were no matters arising. 
 

3722   Chairman’s Report  
 
Councillor Y Greenwood presented her report as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
The year 2013-14 has been a busy but interesting year for the Parish Council 
 
 

1. Eyes Meadow 
In June the Council were informed that the Cricket Club no longer wished to 
work with the Parish Council to refurbish and extend the existing Cricket 
Pavilion into the planned Duffield Community Sports Pavilion. Their decision to 
‘go it alone’ was a great disappointment to the council. 
The Council then resolved to set up a working group to explore the options for 
development on Eyes Meadow.  
A structural engineer was appointed to determine the feasibility of refurbishing 
the existing changing rooms. It was established that the building was 
structurally sound and therefore could be refurbished and possibly have a 
small extension at the side. 
The working group decided green car parking on Eyes Meadow would 
preserve the grass area often used for parking. Several sites were visited and 
it was decided to lay a trial area during the Summer of 2014. 
The council appointed a bid writer, Zoe Jepson, in order to locate and bid for 
funds for the development of Eyes Meadow.  

 
 



  

 
 

2. Parish Meeting Room 
It was decided that it would be very difficult to find a suitable tenant to lease 
the meeting room as it’s recognised use was still a chapel.  
Therefore it was decided to withdraw it from the rental market and to apply for 
a change of lawful use to a meeting room. 
The meeting room is to be refreshed before summer 2014. 
 

3. WW1 Commemoration 
The meeting room will be used to display the photograph, memorabilia and 
work from the local schools. 
 

4. The Annual Remembrance Service in November 
The Parish Council helps the British legion to organise this event. Last year 
the event was attended by a good number of children and adults. The Parish 
Council provided the trumpeter who played the Last Post, many thanks to Nick 
Storer for organising this and the event. There was an article and photographs 
in Duffield Scene which recorded the event.  
 

5. The Annual Fireworks Display 
Unfortunately the date of the display had to be changed but it had no 
detrimental effect on the event which was well attended and enjoyed by all. 
Many thanks to Liz Page for organising this most successful event and to 
Chris Carter, Chris Read and Michael Forkin who assisted her during the day 
and evening, and to Duffield Community Association, Massive Youth Club, the 
local fire fighters and many others for their help and support in this event. 

6. Policies 
Liz Page has updated most of the policies and procedures for the council but 
in particular the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 
 

7. Pension Provision 
The Parish Council has set up compulsory pension provision for all Council 
employees with effect from April 2014 which is ahead of the compulsory date 
set by the government. 
 

8. The Parish Plan 
The current Parish Plan was written in 2005, the Council decided it was in 
need of updating. An open meeting was held in March, which was attended by 
33 people, to discuss the original plan and to establish a steering group 
alongside interest groups which will formulate a new Parish Plan to be 
presented to the Council. 
 

9. Thanks to: 
 

Liz Page – Parish Clerk 
Liz has just completed her first year as Parish Clerk and with her 
enthusiasm and energy has ensured that the work of the Council has 
been dealt with swiftly and efficiently. Her sound legal knowledge has 
been invaluable when advising the Council. There is now an excellent 
team spirit amongst the Council employees. 
 
Chris Carter – Assistant Parish Clerk 



  

 
 

Chris’s advice and support were invaluable to Liz in the early weeks of 
her employment. The financial records are always well presented and 
his advice on financial matters is always explained well and with sound 
reasoning. 
 
Chris Read – Cemetery Superintendent 
Chris has worked hard to ensure that the cemetery is well maintained 
and the allotments are well managed. 
There have been many compliments on his management of the 
funerals at the cemetery. 
 
Michael Forkin – Parish Warden 
Michael works very hard to maintain the outdoor facilities of the village, 
he tries to keep the village clean and tidy and is always willing to do 
whatever is asked of him. 
 
We are very lucky to have such a hard working team in the village. 
 
Finally I would like to say thanks to: all of the Councillors who have 
supported, helped and advised me throughout this year, to the Chairs of 
the committees, Steve Evanson – Recreation Committee, Nick Storer 
– Cemetery Committee, the representatives on outside bodies Richard 
Knibbs – Weston Centre, Nick Storer  Community Governor Meadows 
School,  Paul Greenwood –Governor at Ecclesbourne School until his 
term of office ended and to Ken Raynor who has replaced him on the 
governing body, to the footpath advisors and Zoe Jepson for her work 
with the users of Eyes Meadow.  
 
A special thanks to Pauline Buckle, Vice Chair, who has supported 
me during this year and always been available when I have needed 
advice. 

 
 

3723  Accounts of the Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2013 
 
The Accounts were approved. 
 

3724  Receipt of Parochial Charitable Trust Accounts  
 

 No Report was received from Duffield Charity  
 

 Report Received from Duffield Millennium Meadow 
 

A copy of the report was distributed and read as follows 
 

- The Meadow Committee continues to be happy with the progress of the 
Meadow as a Nature Reserve both in financial and practical terms. 

-  
- In the last financial year ending 31 May 2013, operations produced a small 

surplus of £357 with the result that the cash reserves of the Meadow 
remained little changed from the previous year at £13590.   

-  



  

 
 

- For the first 10 months of the 2013/14 year the finances have followed the 
same pattern and currently we have a cash balance of  £13142.  Although 
this position continues to appear conservative, some of our projected 
improvements are taking some time to bring to fruition.  Also we are still 
conscious that the charity should maintain a reserve of approx 3 years 
maintenance costs as a contingency against future changes to the 
Meadow organisation or other unforeseen events.  This provides some 
protection for the Parish Council.  Recent national problems such as 
extreme bad weather and tree disease render this policy essential. 

-  
- A continuing Management Plan for the Meadow has been developed with 

special emphasis on the wetland area.  This entails considerable work on 
the part of the Committee if the quality of the site is to be maintained and 
will form a drain on our cash resources.  It is considered that this can be 
accommodated but clearly our finances will be helped if we can obtain 
access to further grant funding for which applications are being explored. 
During the last year we have also started the improvement to our website 
and are currently planning the provision of some disabled access. 

-  
- In practical terms, general maintenance work has continued to be carried 

out in the last 12 months using volunteers and Groundworks, and in 
particular copses have continued to be thinned out.  Control of Himalayan 
Balsam has progressed and maintenance of the hedges has been 
completed. 

-  
- The meadow welcomes the continued support from the Council towards 

what we feel is both a local and national environmental asset. 
 
 Report received from the RJ Weston Duffield Charity 
 

The R .J. Weston Duffield Charity was constituted by a Deed of Trust dated 23rd 
February 1987. It is situated at Tamworth Street, Duffield, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 
4ER in a building generally known as the Weston Centre. The building is on land 
leased for 99 years commencing on 4th December 1989. The freehold of the land on 
which the Weston Centre was built, along with the freeholds of other buildings on the 
site belonging to the successors to the RBL Tamworth House Services Club, now 
belongs to Mr. S. Hussain, owner of the Viceroy Restaurant, Duffield. 
 
The Trustees of the Charity are appointed on a staggered basis for renewable terms 
of four years, the Trustees for 2013 being:- Cllr. P. Buckle  Appointed 
by Duffield Parish Council 
 Cllr. R. Knibbs  Appointed by Duffield Parish Council 
 Mrs. H. Sheard  Appointed by Duffield St Alkmund’s Parochial  
     Church Council 
 Mrs. M. DesForges  Appointed by Duffield St Margaret Clitherow  
     Roman Catholic Church 
 Mrs. J Gatenby  Appointed by Duffield Trinity Methodist Church 
 Mrs. C. Stone  Appointed by Duffield Old People’s Welfare  
     Committee 
 Mr. P. Gatenby  Appointed by Duffield Old People’s Welfare  
     Committee 
 Mr. B. W. Nicholls   Appointed by Duffield Community Association 



  

 
 

 Mrs. Varney   Appointed by Duffield Community Association 
 Mr. M. Phillips  Added during the year in view of his role as  
     treasurer to the trustees. 
 
The object of the Charity is to provide a day centre for "residents of the Parish who 
would in the opinion of the Charity Trustees benefit from use of the day centre, and 
who have either attained the age of at least 60 years or have retired under that age 
on the ground of ill-health or from occupations where retirement under the age of 60 
years is normal". The Trust Deed also makes provision for the use of the centre by 
spouses of eligible residents and by individuals with "a substantial connection with 
the Parish" although not actually residing in it. 
 
The centre is staffed by a dedicated team of volunteers who serve tea, coffee and 
biscuits at a nominal charge between 10am and noon on each weekday morning. 
Each Monday another group of volunteers provides lunch for about 20 elderly people 
who are brought from their homes to the centre by Community Transport. The Friday 
morning “Chairobics” class continues to be popular. Various local groups continue to 
meet at the Centre on a regular basis. The chiropodist now attends monthly on a 
Tuesday morning, which reflects the ongoing demand for her services. A hearing 
advisor from Hearing Help (Amber Valley) attends on the first Friday morning of each 
month. The Primary Care Trust uses the centre on a fortnightly basis. 
 
Duffield Parish Council is licensed to occupy a room with external access so that 
Council staff are much more readily available to residents. 
 
During the year the leaking roof was repaired and there was some disruption of 
normal activities while this took place. Unfortunately the second lunch provision could 
not be maintained. There is always a call for more volunteers to keep the day-to-day 
activities going. 
 
During the year 2013 room hire, fund raising activities, the sale of tea and coffee, 
lunch subscriptions and miscellaneous income amounted to £10,693. Income from 
investments and donations brought total receipts to £11,175. Running costs were 
£8,981 but a roof repair cost £18,926 so there was a net outflow of £16,733 for the 
year. The final balances of cash in hand, at bank, on deposit and investment 
amounted to £24,811. 

 
 
3725 Other Business    
 
 None 
 
  
 Resolved: The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting and there 

being no other business, closed the meeting at 7.10p.m 
 
 
Signed ………………………………… Dated ……………… 


