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Duffield Parish Council 
  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Weston Centre, Tamworth 
Street, Duffield on Wednesday 3rd April 2013 

 at 7.00pm. 
 

Present:  Chairman:             P Buckle  
Councillors: Buckle, Evanson, P Greenwood, Raynor, Rice, 

Rowlands, Short, Storer, T Woodings and B 
Woodings. 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs Liz Page (Parish Clerk), and four members of the public. 
 
 
Mrs Liz Page was appointed as Clerk to the meeting. 
 

3244 Apologies 
 

 Apologies were received from Councillors Y Greenwood and Knibbs  
 

3245 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 4h April 2012 were approved and signed 
by the Chairman. There were no matters arising. 
 

3246   Chairman’s Report  
 
Councillor P Buckle presented her report as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
The year 2012/2013 has been a busy and difficult year for the Parish Council.   

1. Car Parks at St Alkmund’s Church 

The car parks adjacent to St. Alkmund’s church have been completed. New parking 
bays have been laid out in the existing car park and a new car park constructed on 
the land near to the railway bridge. These car parks are used not only by church 
goers but also extensively by walkers, anglers and other users of Eyes Meadow. 

2. The allotment paths in the Cemetery 

The allotments have had new internal pathways laid.  We would like to acknowledge 
the work done by the Community Payback Team and thank them for their efforts. 

3. The Duffield Community Sports Association Pavilion (DCSA) 

After receiving permission in September 2011 for building plans to amalgamate the 
football changing rooms and Cricket Pavilion at Eyes Meadow, the DCSA (of which 
the Parish Council are partners) have been trying to raise funds.  
In August the Parish Council agreed to match funding up a maximum of £500,000 via 
a Public Works Loan. 

4. The Duffield Community Sports Association Pavilion (DCSA) 

After receiving permission in September 2011 for building plans to amalgamate the 
football changing rooms and Cricket Pavilion at Eyes Meadow, the DCSA (of which 
the Parish Council are partners) have been trying to raise funds.  
In August the Parish Council agreed to match funding up a maximum of £500,000 via 
a Public Works Loan. 
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 Also in August the DPC put in a bid for £250,000 of Derbyshire County Council 
Community Fund money.  This bid was unsuccessful and we are investigating the 
reasons why. 
A presentation was made to the village in September by the DCSA to describe the 
project, the need to replace the changing rooms and the pavilion and the resultant 
benefit to the village, especially for the youngsters.  At this presentation the Duffield 
Community Association indicated that they wished support the project and be 
involved with the DCSA.  Talks have been taking place to amend the plans to ensure 
that community events can take place in the new building.  The Duffield Bowls Club is 
also a partner in the DCSA and they wish to build a bowling green on Eyes Meadow 
and use the Pavilion facilities.  Other sports have expressed an interest. 
There is a fundraising committee investigating grant applications and other forms of 
fundraising are being planned.    A very successful fundraising music event was held 
in November which raised £2500.  Thank you to all those people who helped to put 
this event together. 
Anyone who is interested in helping please phone Denis Saunders, Chair of the 
DCSA, on 07780997400 or use the Contact Us button on the DPC website 
(www.duffieldpc.org.uk)  
 

5. The annual Remembrance Service in November 

The Parish Council helps the British Legion to organise this event.  Last year the 
event was attended by a record number of children and adults.  The DPC paid the 
expenses for the lady trumpeter who played the Last Post and Reveille.  We would 
like to have band march with us to the cemetery.  If anyone can help us with this 
please contact the Clerk to the Council. Thank you to Nick Storer for his help with this 
event. 

6. The Annual Fireworks Display 

This was a great success.  We were fortunate that the evening was dry and a record 
number of people attended.  Thank you to all those people who helped: Massive 
Youth Club; Duffield Community Association members and many others including 
Sally Bygraves who organised the whole proceedings. 

7. The one-way system King St/Hazelwood Rd. 

Due to gas works King St/Hazelwood Rd was made one way for several weeks.  
Comments were invited about the system.  These have been passed to Derbyshire 
County Council.   

8. Replacement bus shelter on Derby Road 

Money has been found to replace the bus shelter on Derby Road.  Derbyshire County 
Council will fund 50% and money from Councillors Stuart Bradford’s community fund 
will fund the remaining 50%. 
The bus shelter will be maintained by Duffield Parish Council 

9. Resignation of the Sally Bygraves as Parish Clerk 

Sally Bygraves resigned as Parish Clerk in October 2012 and left in January 2013. 
Duffield Parish Council would like to thank her for all her hard work during the 10 
years that she was on the Council and wish her well for the future. 

10. New Parish Clerk 

Liz Page took up the post of Parish Clerk on March 25th.  She lives in Duffield.  Her 
son goes to William Gilbert School and her husband and family are long term 
residents of the village.  I know that all residents will make her feel welcome and help 
her in, what can be, a difficult job 

11. Thanks go to: 

 Chris Carter, DPC Assistant Clerk 
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Chris stepped into the gap left by the resignation of Sally Bygraves.  Although he only 
usually works part time he has put in extra hours and kept the work of the Council up 
to date.  The Council would like to thank him for all of his loyalty and hard work whilst 
we appointed a new clerk. 
Michael Forkin, Parish Warden, who works so hard for the village.  He sweeps up 
where he can, maintains the football changing rooms and is always there for us when 
we need him. 
Chris Read, Cemetery Superintendent. It was a difficult summer for the Cemetery 
and thanks go to Chris for trying to keep everything tidy 
Finally I would like to say thanks :to all of the Councillors for their help, advice and 
support during this rather difficult year; to our footpath advisors; to those Councillors 
on outside bodies, Richard Knibbs on the Weston Centre Committee; Nick Storer 
who is a Community Governor at Meadows School and also a representative on the 
Millennium Meadow Committee; Tony Woodings as Chair of Recreational; Ken 
Raynor and Paul Greenwood for their help on the Duffield Community Sports 
Association committee. 
Special thanks go to the Vice Chair, Yvonne Greenwood who has been really 
helpful and supportive especially in the selection process for the new clerk. 

 
 
 

3247  Accounts of the Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2012 
 
The Accounts were approved. 
 

3248 Receipt of Parochial Charitable Trust Accounts  
 

 Report Received from Duffield Charity  
 

The Duffield Charity is also known as Joseph Webster's Charity. It is an 
amalgamation of small charities set up over the years since the 17th century. The 
purpose of all these charities is to help the poor, needy, widows, widowers and single 
people of the parish of Duffield, which in the early days included Belper, Milford & 
Heage and Duffield. The charity is able to distribute a small amount of money in June 
and December and the trustees are willing to consider anyone who feels they may be 
eligible for receipt of an allocation of part of this money.   As well as helping 
individuals in Duffield and Heage we donate money to the Weston Centre and the 
Belper Cottage Project. In 2012 our income from investments was £2061 and we 
distributed £2170.  

 
 

 Report Received from Duffield Millennium Meadow 
 

A copy of the report was distributed and read as follows 
 
The Committee continues to be happy with the progress of the Meadow both in financial and 
practical terms. 
 
In the last financial year ending 31 May 2012, operations produced a small deficit of £431 
with the result that the cash reserves of the Meadow remained little changed from the 
previous year at £13233.  For the first 10 months of the 2012/13 year the finances have 
followed the same pattern.  Although this position may seem conservative it should be borne 
in mind that:- 
 

- The charity should maintain a reserve of approx 3 years maintenance costs as a 
protection against future changes to the Meadow organisation or other 
unforeseen events. 
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- A schedule of proposed improvements to the Meadow facilities has been 
identified and costed.  This should include:- 

 
- Updated management plans for the Meadow as a whole and for the Wetland 

area 
- An improved website 
- The installation of public information boards 
- Provision of disabled access 

 
- Having maintained the above reserve, our ability to carry out all these 

improvements is dependant on us accessing further grants and donations.  Some 
features may have to be spread over the next two or three years. 

 
In practical terms, substantial work has been carried out in the last 12 months using 
volunteers and Groundworks.  The lower branches of the trees in the copses have been 
cleared to improve through ventilation and growth and some thinning out has taken place.  
Control of Himalayan Balsam has continued and maintenance of the hedges has been 
completed. 
 
The meadow welcomes the continued support from the Council towards what is now a 
successful and established Nature Reserve with a wetland of national importance in view of 
the decline in the number of these areas 

 
 
 Other Business    
 
 None 
 
  
3249 Resolved: The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting and there being no 

other business, closed the meeting at 7.15p.m 
 
 
Signed ………………………………… Dated ……………… 


